
Inspection of Kingsnorth Little Stars
Kingsnorth Village Hall, Church Hill, Ashford, Kent TN23 3EF

Inspection date: 9 September 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive and are incredibly happy at this outstanding pre-school. Highly 
dedicated staff forge extremely strong relationships with children and their families. 
Children arrive excited and eager to start their day. They are greeted individually by 
staff who support them to settle quickly. The skilful staff team thoughtfully organise 
a variety of enriching and engaging activities and play experiences, which support 
children's interests and curiosity. Staff adapt and personalise every part of 
children's daily experience to meet their individual needs. Children engage in 
activities of their own choosing and become immediately engrossed in play from 
the moment they arrive at the setting.

The provider is passionate about providing an ambitious curriculum for all children. 
They benefit from a broad and personalised curriculum that is tailored to their 
individual needs and abilities. The current focus is on children's personal, social, 
and emotional development, as well as their communication and language skills. All 
children who attend make rapid progress in their learning and development. 
Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) receive 
exceptional support. The staff are prompt in identifying and addressing any issues, 
ensuring that children receive the early intervention they may require as quickly as 
possible. Children have a passion for learning and are ready to move on to school 
and the wider world. They are happy, settled and motivated learners.

Children are incredibly accommodating and invite other children into their play. The 
respectful behaviour modelled by staff is mirrored in children's interactions. 
Furthermore, staff are consistent with their messages regarding behaviour and 
their expectations, which children respect. Staff praise children frequently. This 
celebration of success helps children build a positive attitude to hard work and 
confidence to have a go.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has very successfully embedded strategies to ensure that staff have 
detailed knowledge of all the children who attend the pre-school. For example, 
staff conduct home visits before children start at the setting. This helps them to 
develop secure partnerships with parents and enables children to become 
familiar with their key person. Staff regularly ask parents to share relevant 
information, which staff incorporate in their planning to enrich children's 
experiences. This enables staff to precisely meet the needs of all children 
exceptionally well. They use their excellent knowledge of each child to 
successfully help them reach their next steps in learning. 

n The provider is highly reflective of the service that they provide for children and 
their families. They recognise the importance of supporting staff in their well-
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being and professional development. This ensures that the quality of experiences 
for children are of a consistently high standard. Staff have formed a strong, 
supportive and inspirational team that works together to provide the best 
possible care and teaching for children. The provider willingly takes on board any 
feedback and ideas from staff, parents and children. They promptly implement 
any necessary changes and improvements to ensure that children continue to 
receive an exceptional education. 

n Staff support the physical development of children effectively. They have an 
abundance of opportunities to develop their physical skills. Children demonstrate 
excellent fine motor skills in preparation for writing, such as manoeuvring small 
objects through a maze with magnetic pencils. They display determination and 
experiment with different pencil grips to achieve the intended result. Outdoors, 
children display resilience as they master the skills needed to climb up and over 
playground equipment. Furthermore, they also learn about their community and 
the broader world during walks to the local church and park. Regular access to 
outdoor play and the local environment contributes significantly to improving 
children's overall well-being.

n Staff are conscious of the effects that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on 
children's communication and language skills. They are highly skilled in 
supporting children's communication and language development. For instance, 
all staff members consistently use sign language with the children to facilitate 
communication for everyone. Books and singing are an integral part of the day. 
Children frequently take books over to staff, who sit with them to read and 
discuss the story and the characters. Furthermore, staff ask relevant and 
thought-provoking questions as children play. They often ask children 'why' to 
gather their understanding of concepts and embed children's learning. 

n Children with SEND are supported extremely well. Staff build close and 
professional relationships with parents, carers and other agencies. Individualised 
plans for children with SEND are regularly reviewed and discussed with parents. 
Parents are welcomed into the pre-school to speak to key staff regarding their 
child's development. Additionally, home visits are conducted throughout the year 
to provide parents with support regarding referrals, or to discuss their child's 
specific needs. Staff are mindful of children's experiences and backgrounds, and 
use additional funding to provide activities to widen children's life experiences. 
For example, recent funding has been spent on developing the outside area and 
the physical opportunities available to children. 

n At mealtimes, staff and children sit together and have lovely conversations about 
their morning. Staff use every opportunity to develop children's independence 
skills. For example, children instinctively wash their hands before meals and 
choose their coat and wellies prior to outdoor play.

n Partnerships with parents are exceptional. The staff strive to build strong 
relationships and provide ongoing support for parents. For example, staff 
collaborate with parents on toilet training, providing useful advice and guidance. 
Additionally, they assist parents in enhancing their children's speech and 
language development, for example, by sharing ideas for reducing the use of 
dummies. Parents regularly receive updates on their children's development and 
guidance on how to enhance learning at home.
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Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2769618

Local authority Kent

Inspection number 10359649

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 48

Name of registered person Kingsnorth Little Stars Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2769616

Telephone number 07961074829

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kingsnorth Little Stars registered in 2024 and is based in Ashford, Kent. The pre-
school employs 13 staff members, of whom 12 hold qualifications at level 2 and 
above. It is open from 9am to 3pm, Monday to Friday, term time only. The pre-
school receives funding for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Southern

Inspection activities

n The manager and deputy manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and 
talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they want their children 
to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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